Judas, come home—pt 2.

“Judas come home, all is forgiven!”
part 2
Ephesians 2: 1-10
1 Timothy 1: 12-17
Luke 6: 12-19
Note to reader~ These three messages are based on Roy Anderson’s book by the same title.

NOTE : Begin with message title slide until POWERPOINT ONE.

Introduction.
These messages began taking shape over 30 years ago when my mother came into the house after morning worship and said,  “You know, I feel sorry for Judas.”  I must have been only 14 or 15 years old but I still remember.
I’ve wondered since why I would carefully preserve such a thing all these years.  Something in the tender-heartedness of my mother?  I can’t be sure, but I do have an intuition.

It comes from a letter a woman wrote to me a few years ago.  I had mentioned to her the experience of Pastor Roy Anderson. How he walked into a men’s restroom in San Francisco one evening and read the title of this series written in felt tip pen across one of the bathroom mirrors: “Judas come home, all is forgiven.”  After that conversation she wrote this:

POWERPOINT ONE:
“When I heard these words to Judas, tears sprang to my eyes and longing to my heart.  I wanted so much for these words to be for me, too.  For days I have thought of little else.
Maybe there’s always been that question not formed into words, that if there’s even one who can’t be forgiven, then maybe there’s another and maybe it’s me.”

Judas.  I hope you began to sense last week that scripture has no kindness for Judas, no mother’s tenderness.  There is no witness that anyone grieves for him.  Indeed, Pilate gets better treatment as do the soldiers who brutalized our Lord.  Pilate is written off as a weak and cowardly politico and the soldiers are just doing their job--fulfilling their loyalty to Caesar.  But Judas, his failure is a failure of a very different and dangerous kind.
It is a failure that to this day, tends to bring forth the worst in us, for it is a failure from within—a failure from within the family.

POWERPOINT TWO:  All in the family: To love is to risk betrayal.

Imagine this proposition:  I’d like to propose that 12 to 15 of you join me in a three-year experiment.  During these 36 months we would live and travel together, work in the same place, sleep in the same house, eat and vacation together--become like family—that is just what Jesus did.  He created something like a family & the members got very close, while having very different temperaments and agendas.
An embarrassing glimpse in to normal family life is that little scene about who gets to sit where.--who is to be the greatest—glimpses of everyday family life =  “I’ve got shotgun!”
“Hey you had shotgun last time!”
“Tough, I called it first!”
“Jesus< Luke hit me!”
“I did not—I barely touched him.”
“Luke keep your hands to yourself or I am coming back there!”
“God,  he is such a baby!”
“What did you say?”
“Nothing, Jesus!”
Their family not so different than ours—thank God the gospel writers were somewhat select with the stories they decided to pass on.
Family--that’s why Judas’ betrayal was a failure of a different kind—because he was family.
And it raises a difficult truth: to love is to risk betrayal.
Indeed the only protection from betrayal is not to love, never to trust.

It seems that the only security against becoming a Judas is never to become a disciple in the first place.  Only a son can be a prodigal son.  
“To love is to risk betrayal,” is a truth we would rather not know—one the disciples refused to face, and so, quickly distanced themselves from Judas.
Now, I know I am on dangerous territory here, but I have come to believe, in a careful examination of scripture, that what we have in our gospels is a re-writing of Judas’ story out of a scapegoat need.

POWERPOINT THREE:  The scapegoat need.
What I am implying is that Judas gained his reputation as evil incarnate through the selective memory of his former friends.  In telling his story, whatever good he had done was excised.
Only the mistakes are passed on. 
The Gospel of John seems to work hardest at this task.
The writer recalls Jesus saying:  
ADD TO THREE: “Did I not chose you, the twelve?  Yet, one of you is a devil.”  John 6: 70
To which he adds:  He spoke of Judas.
Or again, in retrospect, John remembers Judas as the one who protested the women’s anointing of Jesus.  “Why was this ointment not sold and money given to the poor.”  The John adds to make sure we get it:
ADD TO THREE:  “(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)”  John 12: 6
One searches in vain for a glimpse of Judas as the disciples must have known him before the act of betrayal.
We know that he had leadership and organizational gifts--he too received the Holy Spirit; he too had his heart squeezed with the wild hope of Jesus’ preaching and presence.  He too was a part of the ministry teams sent out to preach and heal.
Yet, it appears his whole life was read back and discredited because he threatened the family.
Judas became a mirror that the disciples needed to shatter to stay innocent.
They needed someone to carry off the demonic in them--someone to project their own fears and phantoms.  They needed someone to blame.

POWERPOINT FOUR:  Betrayal begins when love blames.
Parenting example:  when parents feel failure with a child they often instinctively attribute to the child some intractable and incorrigible temperament.  Their history of belonging begins to be re-written in thought, word and deed.  When rebellion occurs, it is considered a betrayal of all the love put into parenting.  A child’s history is retold as though failure were written into his very bones.


VIDEO READY~use English subtitles.

Norman MacLean’s famed novel, A River Runs Through It: there is the famous oatmeal scene~
Little Paul Maclean, age five, is sitting at the table before a heaped bowl of oatmeal. Silently refusing to even taste this food that his dad says, “We Scots have been happily consuming for thousands of years.”  Paul is not swayed.  Take a look.   PLAY VIDEO.  
· Clip begins at Scene #5  “Boy vs. Oats”
· Clip ends:  approx. 1:45 with shot of bowl of oatmeal and spoon.
 A classic battle of wills.  The scene could easily be described as “cute.”  Yet there is something darkly prophetic here—a.violence--frightening immobility on both sides.
Philosopher Henry Bigbee writes of the scene:  “For all the love and admirable qualities of the father, it was, one felt, his dogmatic stance that prevented grace from flowing to the son.”
I think Bigbee got it just right:

ADD TO FOUR:  The flow of grace is stopped by a love that blames.
Bigbee: “I think this is why the story feels so tragic and speaks to so many pious parents and renegade sons and daughters & why Paul’s death is so tragic.  The father’s greatest strength—his rock-solid faith—somehow became a mere rock, a dead weight when he tried to will it to his son.”
ADD PICTURE FROM “A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT.”
Also help us understand why fly fishing is so central to the story…so hauntingly beautiful: in this willful young man, in which the flow of grace is blocked, fly fishing is the one pursuit, the only pursuit in which we literally see grace flowing in him.”

REMOVE FOUR.
I have not forgotten that Judas betrayed Jesus…yet I invite you to begin have to understand the disciples betrayed Judas.  Is this so hard to accept?
Indeed, only one apostle honest enough to look into the mirror Judas is made to hold.  Some consider the great of them all:  Paul.

POWERPOINT FIVE:  “I am grateful to Christ Jesus or Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor and a man of violence.  But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Jesus Christ.  This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost.” (NO.1)  1 Timothy: 1:12-15

Not Judas—me.
Would Jesus write Judas’ story the way the gospel writer’s did?  I believe not.
Great difference between the frail and sometimes fatal ways we humans try to love and God’s love in Christ…no seeds of betrayal.  Jesus is as faithful to the thieves hanging beside him and the soldiers at the foot of the cross as he is to all the disciples who fled.

The gospel story is not merely one of God’s love for humanity demonstrated through the death of Jesus.   The gospel story is the story of our lives rewritten by God’s love and grace.
Read the New Testament= our life stories immersed in God’s love.

In 1st Timothy Paul writes:  Here is my story—blasphemer, prosecutor, murderer—and overlaid on my story is God’s—“the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with grace and love.”  God renews the flow of grace.

POWERPOINT SIX:  In the story Love writes, none of us can write ourselves out.
Not even Judas.
I know Judas didn’t understand his story that way…and the cords of love that once bound him to Jesus when severed, wrapped around his neck and choked him to death…& yet is it possible that even though he betrayed Jesus and his friends betrayed him…that Jesus didn’t.  Jesus never betrayed Judas?
1st and foremost Jesus would remember Judas as an answer to prayer.

POWERPOINT SEVEN:  Judas, an answer to prayer!?
“In those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and all night he continued in prayer to god.  and when it was day, he called his disciples, and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles…and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”  Luke 6: 12-16

There it is:  Judas was an answer to prayer.
Follow Jesus out into the hills.  Hear with the Spirit’s ear the inaudible choices:  Matthew, Mark, Phillip, Andrew, Mary, Joanna, James, Thomas…and then…JUDAS!  If we had been there we would have cried out:  “No, Jesus, no not him….anybody but him…how about …um, Nicodemus?  Hey, I’ve good  friend named Bruce!  Try him….his girlfriend, Sylvia!
But Jesus is not praying to us, he is praying to the Father….so many unanswerable questions raised—never know, but what is clear and unavoidable in the choosing is that Jesus prayed all night and then chose in full assurance that each one had been given to him by the Father in an answer to prayer.  However difficult and unreliable they might become—always a gift and always chosen.  He reminded them of this on several occasions:  “You did not chose me, I chose you.”

After the resurrection, the disciples remembered that Jesus had prayed for Peter:  “Simon, Simon, behold Satan demanded to have you, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.”  Lk. 22.--  but not pray for Judas?
Pray for the impetuous and unreliable Peter but not the ambitious and shrewd Judas?
Jesus selective?  Only pray for the worthy ones?  
Wash Judas’ feet—share bread and wine, but not pray?  
Whatever the consequences of Judas’ act, it cannot erase this fact:  as a chosen disciple his life was no longer his own.  He now belonged to God and Christ.
Judas represents everyone who never felt chosen.  Judas stands for everyone whom life has disqualified.
As an answer to prayer, Judas stands for each for us.  His life tells us that all people have a place in the love of God, no matter what their destiny here on earth.

POWERPOINT EIGHT: “The gracious & redemptive love of God through Jesus is an investment in the possibility of human persons, not a wager on our perfectibility.”  Roy Anderson

Yes, Judas acted as traitor but the curse of the law and rule of death were destroyed in the victory of Jesus.  The word, traitor, has been written on the face of Judas, by those who tell his story here on earth.  But Jesus sees in Judas’ face the possibilities that belong to every human being.  It is so human to understand God’s grace as conditional…to look for signs of disqualification on other people’s faces…to read into their lives failure and rejection because we think we know their destiny.
“Charley Brown, you are the world’s worst failure,” scolds Lucy, in Charles Schultz’s famous strip.
“In fact you have failure written all over your face; it’s there, I can see it written all over your face!”  After hearing such a thing Charley seeks out the one who always dispenses pure grace, his dog Snoopy.  “Just look at my face, he tells Snoop, don’t write on it.”

We have no case to write on the face of Judas.  We have no right to disqualify him ahead of time simply because we know his destiny here on earth.  Nor do we have a right to treat any other person that way.  If Judas is an answer to prayer, so might be the one who betrays us.  So might we still be, when we betray our own deepest desires and ideals.
When love has been destroyed and faith in prayer exhausted, as it was for Judas..then the only hope is in the love & faith of Jesus.
He comes not because we have prayed rightly & loved perfectly.
He comes into our prayer less nights and loveless days.

Remember the poignant words of the woman who wrote to me:

POWERPOINT NINE:  Maybe there’s always been that question not formed into words, that if there’s even one who can’t be forgiven, then maybe there’s another and maybe it’s me.”

Well, I have come to believe in one, Jesus.
I have come to absolutely trust that the one who holds the keys to hell and death will use them in the most astonishing of ways to allow grace to flow to every human heart.
To prepare a place, to make space---this is our holy work. To join the chorus saying:

POWERPOINT TEN:  Judas come home, all is forgiven!
And leave the judgment to God.  Let the one who loves us most be the judge and trust that such judgment will by the mystery of grace finally save.
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