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“Judas, come home, all is forgiven.”

part 1

Psalm 63

Philippians 1: 3-11

Matthew 26: 14-25

(Note to reader~ These three messages are based on Roy Anderson’s book by the same title.

Introduction.

It happened over 40 years ago, but I still remember my Mother saying, “I just feel so sorry for Judas!”  I was just a boy but her words touched me….got me wondering…put this wondering away until seminary when I came across the brilliant mind of Karl Barth—“The determination of the rejected.”

The just a few years ago heard a clergyman from our seminary at Claremont talk about Judas--all  of this has prepare me to think with you about one sad and shattered of life—Judas.  To focus on Judas hoping to help us with our broken places—with the most difficult and dark parts of our lives and the great possibilities of grace.

Prayer.

A few years ago Roy Anderson walked into a San Francisco restaurant restroom and saw these words printed in black felt tip pen across the mirror: “Judas come home, all is forgiven.”

Stuck by the message, he stood and watched a few men come and go he wondered who had written such a thing.

Words penned in desperate hope that a prodigal son might come upon them?

Surely no parent would give a son such a name…JUDAS!

A Judas!  Some boy who had broken trust and fled to the city?

Words scrawled out of one dad’s broken heart?  

Written in hope against hope that his son might read these cryptic words & dare to believe that even betrayal can be forgiven?

“Judas come home, all is forgiven.”  Could this be true?

Would even Judas, traitor, have found forgiveness if he had sought it from the one who he sold?  Can God forgive anything and everything?

Is this graffiti, gospel or heresy?

For the next few weeks I invite you to think with me about Judas—to seek the mind of Christ about Judas—to attempt to explore in a fresh and relevant way, judgment and in its counterpoint--the depth and mercy of God.

I want us to get to know Judas because there are failures that have opened up cracks in our lives too deep, it seems, to heal.

Want to get to know Judas because to be honest, we know much of him already…our own desperate urgings & hidden fears.

Difficult to get close to the failure of any relationship—is it contagious?

Keep distance—noticed in the church, best of people, retreat from their best friends who are ending a marriage they had a stake in….maybe it could happen to us!

I want us to get to know Judas because if there is a way back home for him then maybe there is for us as well…not in erasing the past but in discovering the love that comes to us from the future.

POWERPOINT ONE:  BETRAYAL—the unforgivable sin?

ADD PICTURE UP ONE: Benedict Arnold, Alger Hess, Robert Hanssen

Can’t understand Judas unless we understand the structures of friendship and discipleship themselves.

POWERPOINT TWO:  Betrayal feels unforgivable.

“When we can’t trust our own trust, when we dare not be loyal to loyalty, then the cords that bind our deepest and most precious moments together slip out of our grasp.”  Roy Anderson

Perhaps this is why, if the devil did not exist, we would have to invent one.

The defection of what was good to become evil cries out for an explanation.

Here is the explanation the disciples give recorded in John’s gospel.

How do you account for Judas’ behavior:  “Satan entered him.”    Jn. 13.27

You see whatever was in Judas was not in them--it just could not be inside them.  

So they look for the source of evil outside themselves.  So do we.

We don’t know a lot about Judas, except that Jesus and the other disciples trusted him a great deal—making him their treasurer.  We also know that at the Last Supper, Judas was sitting next to Jesus when Jesus said that he would be betrayed by “the one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me.”

ADD TO TWO:  “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.”

Matthew 26: 23

To share a bowl with Jesus meant that Judas was sitting in a place of honor and trust.  All this makes the betrayal all the more painful.

Wouldn’t you love to know exactly why Judas betrayed Jesus?  30 pieces of silver?  Or was he disappointed in Jesus?  Or trying to call Jesus’ hand?

In the Matthew text today we are told that when Jesus announced that one would betray him all of them exclaimed, “Surely it is not I, Lord?  Except for Judas who said, 

ADD TO TWO:  “Surely it it’s not I, Rabbi?”    Matt. 26:25

Was that it?  Did Judas only see Jesus as a teacher?  Maybe?   Matthew doesn’t spell it out.  There are so many reasons for betrayal. 

So unforgivable…shatters the fragile bonds of trust that hold us together….destroys marriage, family, church, nation.  It is why we are so outraged when a man decides to fight for Afghanistan against his own country…why we are so disgusted with the managers of Enron.

Reason we have so little compassion with betrayal?

Like how Presbyterian pastor/theologian Craig Barnes puts it:

POWERPOINT THREE:  The Judas Chromosome

Afraid that there is some Judas in all of us…of course, there is.

When Jesus claimed that one of the twelve would betray him, anxiety rushed into each soul.

“Surely, not I?”  ..good translation:  “I’ve been worried about that, but I thought I had it under control.”

ADD TO THREE:  “In every relationship of love and trust, we carry within ourselves the terrible possibility of betrayal.”  Roy Anderson
This is why we have so little mercy.

Jesus knows that human love bears within it the seeds of betrayal, but we would rather not know.

Craig Barnes again:  Betrayal terrifies us.   ..to live with this possibility means that “we fear Judas more than we fear the cross.  The cross is a symbol of heroic self-sacrifice.  But Judas is a symbol of the evil potential within us.”

The sin most difficult to forgive in others is one we live with and struggle against in our own hearts.

POWERPOINT FOUR:  Shame is poison to the core of a person.

Shame—the power of the surrounding community in the life of the betrayer is enormous.

Shame is the perceived loss of our place with others—they create our history—make us feel worthy or unworthy at the core.

Story:  Tom, successful attorney caught embezzling.  When the fraud was exposed he pleaded guilty.  He was willing to take the consequences of his actions.  He went and confessed to his pastor…and was willing to make compensation even if it took years….but, it wasn’t enough.

Not just his own shame but that of his family and his partners.

Unknowingly, they all expected Tom to take away their shame.  When he couldn’t do it, even when he repented and made plans to make up the loss…they projected on him the mantle of Judas.  He went into his garage and shot himself.   Shame is to blame.

When I told a friend, a fine theologian and pastor that I wanted to preach this for years, he said, “That’s fine, Rody, but, I hope you will remember that the bottom line is unless repentance, no forgiveness!”

I said, “Right, but Judas did repent.”

“He did?  Oh, right.  How odd that I had forgotten.”

When the tribunal had sentenced Jesus to death, Judas went to the people who had hired him and exclaimed: “I have sinned in betraying innocent blood.”  And when they refused to listen and stop the process he threw down the money and went and hinged himself.

Odd that this good theologian had forgotten…how many overlook Judas’ deep remorse and repentance.

“I feel so sorry for Judas,” my mother said.  Why don’t more people?

Shame based people find it hard to forgive.  Withhold forgiveness to compensate for their own sense of shame by punishing others.

If this morning you are uncomfortable with the idea that today Judas is burning for all eternity in hell...well, shame may be to blame.

One of the messages of this Holy Week we have just experienced is that sooner or later every disciple will betray Jesus.  We will betray him in the workplace when it costs too much to think like a Christian…and at home when our anger is so great that we hurt those who trust us…and in the sacred commitments we just cannot keep.  We betray Jesus by our indifference to the poor, by our refusal to reach out to our enemies, and by our deafness to heaven’s call to live a higher life of suffering love.

When Judas realized the gravity of his actions he repented--which means to turn.  He turned to the people you should always be able to trust with repentance—the religious leaders.

Instead they despised him—in a real sense they crucified him with their unforgiveness just as they would crucify Jesus.

Let me then charge Judas with these high crimes and misdemeanors:  Betrayal, shame, broken-heartedness, despair, turning to the wrong confessors and bad timing.

Just not making it to the foot of the cross with all the other traitors to hear Jesus say,  “Father forgive them.”

Many say the betrayal of God’s love fatal forever.  

Many say that for Judas there is no forgiveness, just sin and a futile effort to make things right on his own.

Yet the Gospel I know, the good news in Jesus is that there is always enough grace to create a new ending to our lives….no matter how broken we are, God can put us right.

When the world rejected love and crucified it, Jesus did not lash back; he cried out in love and forgiveness.

POWERPOINT FIVE:  “He who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete it.”  Phil. 1:6

Except for…..be careful now…be very careful what you list as an insurmountable obstacle to God’s grace.

Old legend: after his death, Judas found himself in the bottom of a deep and slimy pit.  For  1000 years he wept his repentance, and when his tears were finally spent he looked way, way up and saw a glimmer  of light and contemplated it for another 1000 years.  Finally he began to climb toward it.  The walls of the pit were slick and dank and he kept slipping back down.  It toke him many years to recover, all the time weeping bitter tears of grief and repentance.  After many 1000 more years he finally reached the top and dragged himself over the edge into an upper room with all the disciples seated around a table.  “We’ve been waiting for you,” Jesus said.  “We couldn’t begin until you had come.” 

I know, I know, the happy ending has never been easy to believe in.  After the crucifixion the defeated little band had no hope, no tomorrow.  The world was right and they were wrong.  Even when the women reported the stone moved, the body gone it was just so impossible to believe it was not all over.

But the truth was, for them, and maybe even by the miracle of God’s astonishing grace, even for Judas, it was just beginning. 

POWERPOINT SIX:  Judas, come home, all is forgiven!

I just makes me wonder.  I hope it is beginning to make you wonder too, because next best thing to falling in love is to fall into wonder.   Amen.
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