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Ticket to Jerusalem


“Ticket to Jerusalem”

The Passion According to Luke 23: 1-49
Philippines 2: 5-11

POWERPOINT ONE:  Picture of a ticket.

The story is told of the great British theologian and writer G. K. Chesterton…somewhat absent minded.  Traveling by train and got so absorbed in a book, that he suddenly realized that he had forgotten where he was going.  So at the next station he telegrammed his wife and looking at the station sign said,  “I am here, where ought I to be?”

She wired back, “Look at your ticket!”

As Jesus’ time drew near to die, he made up his mind and set out on his way to Jerusalem.  On the way he passed through a Samaritan village.  Between Samaritans and Jews—things were not so good.  Remember Samaritans didn’t worship like good and normal people—like the Jews.  Instead of worship at Jerusalem they worshipped at Mt. Gerizem—go figure..different  tribe—rivalries and rumors—one being that they threw human bones on the altar of the temple, desecrating it.  Sounds like a prank some Samaritian college kids might pull.  Who knows
So when people don’t look, worship or behave like us…well, the story is hardly every pretty.

POWERPOINT TWO:  “On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem.  When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”  Luke 9: 52-54
No, I didn’t take that from a script for the “Godfather,” or “The Sopranos!”  Jesus, shall we napalm ‘um, shall we Dachau ‘um..do a little pre-crusade practice, a baby nuke for God?  A little warm message from God for all who aren’t with our program?

Gospel says that Jesus “rebuked” them.  Same word used to speak to demons.  He told them to cool it.  To desist.  To shut up!

There was one simple thing they were supposed to get right—the blessing thing.  Blessed to be a blessing, to bless everyone—and they just couldn’t put into practice.
So, take this one incident, then add to it the complete misunderstanding of the disciples about the anointing in Bethany that you heard about last week…cluelessness of all his followers about where he was going and why--then pile on to that Peter’s 3 fold betrayal—well, I began to think that at some point during these last days it does not take much of a stretch to imagine Jesus doing something not recorded in scripture. 
Standing in the midst of his young Rambo’s, stooges, cowards and betrayers…the thought had to pass through his mind, “Did I get on the right bus?  Are these really my God given team to change the world?”
That’s when I imagine Jesus reached into the pocket of his robe, and toke out a small piece of paper that he had received right from the hand of God, his personal travel agent.  His ticket to Jerusalem….looked at it carefully.  The disciples, seeing what he was doing, quickly checked for theirs—all had them.

Jesus must of looked like he was praying over it.  Had on it 5 lines of small print.

Just five lines on the ticket to where God wanted him t go and now us to follow.   First line:

POWERPOINT THREE: (Picture of ticket with word, “Destination?” written on it.)
Have you got a destination that is acceptable to God and in any way compatible with the spirit and intention of God in Jesus?

Is there anything in your life that is love motivated, servant directed?  Whom do you serve?  What does your love life look like?  Anything that isn’t labeled selfish?  You see, when Jesus talks about our love-life as one of his disciples it is all of one piece—and it is not a few memorable dates.  It is daily living.
For whom are you dreaming, dreams?  Who gets the gifts you work so hard for?  What is your destination?  If you continue the way you are going where will you end up?
Ever heard the parable of the three trees?

All three were cut down.

A woodsman bought the first and made it into a rough trough for cattle to feed.  But then he sold it to an innkeeper in a place called Bethlehem.  And one holy night it became a cradle to hold a new born boy.

The second tree was bought by a man named Peter, a fisherman on an inland sea, who fashioned it into a boat, but one day it found its true purpose and became a pulpit for the greatest preacher in history.

And the third…bought by a merchant who heard that the Romans were paying top dollar for crosses, and that was the tree Jesus dies on and it has been pointing people to God for over 2000 years.
God can use you, made you to be used for the purposes of justice and love.  It is as if God gave the whole world your number and they have been trying to get in touch.  What is your destination?

2ND line on the ticket:

POWERPOINT FOUR:  You have got to trust the Pilot and the Pilot’s people to ensure continuing flight.
I remember greeting my Mom and Dad at Sea-Tac.  First time they had ever flown and from the looks of them it was clear that they had tried to help fly the plane all the way across the country.
Trust.  How difficult yet how important to trust that God while seemingly hidden is not hiding….but real and present, not only at the table but especially in those surrounding the table….body of Christ, we say.  To live as if it is true.  Christ’s body right here to help us grow whole and holy.
3rd line on the ticket:

POWERPOINT FIVE:  Reconfirm your reservation to guarantee continued flight.  
What do you do to recharge your batteries, to allow water to come back into your well?

Wild visionary United Methodist, Bill Easum wrote on leadership with a chapter called,  “Always put on your own oxygen mask first?”  You can’t give what you don’t have.

What are the spiritual disciplines that renew you?  

In South Dakota, just before the Big Horn campaign, Gen. Armstrong Custer had the opportunity to address the legislature of the Dakota territories.  His last words supposed were:  “Don’t do anything until I get back!”
Well, there are those who feel that the Dakota legislature has been amazingly loyal to Gen. Custer’s request.

You see there are a whole host of Christians who act like Jesus said, “DON’T DO ANYTHING UNTIL I GET BACK!”

People who talk passionately about being saved but cannot articulate the great purposes of God they are saved for beyond their own self interests. What we are made for, saved for, is to be a part of bringing in the Kingdom of God.

We are called upon to declare a destination that will make a difference.  To join others in the Body of Christ to prayerfully confirm our reservation—to be of use.
4th line on the ticket to Jerusalem:

POWERPOINT SIX:  This ticket is not transferable.

You have to have a picture ID to get on a plane these days.  Don’t even think about trying to fly on somebody else’s ticket.

A few years ago that would have been something slightly illegal but mostly just a bit embarrassing if you got caught…now it is dangerous…can end up in a cell.  But it has always been dangerous to your spiritual growth. 

Your ticket only has your name on it….look real carefully some gifts are also listed and some yet to be discerned.  Some “can do” and some “want to”—come together –WOW!
John Dominic Crossan is one of the leading contemporary scholars of the historical Jesus and early Christianity.  He is a controversial figure.  To say that he is not warmly embraced by the religious right would be an understatement, but in his book Jesus, a Revolutionary Biography, he relates a challenging dream he had after finishing the book.  Jesus came to him and said, “I’ve read your book and it is quite good.  So now are you ready to join me and my vision?”

Crossan replies,  “I don’t think I have the courage, Jesus, but I did describe it well, didn’t I?”
Jesus then thanked him for his contribution to biblical scholarship and in a whisper dares him,  “That’s not enough.  Follow me.”
All his degrees, all the books and yet Crossan spoke humbly about his hesitation.  He knew all too well that ti could cost him everything he has—even his life.
One last line…bottom corner:

POWERPOINT SEVEN:  Baggage is limited.

Poet Robert Bly says that we pull behind us a black bag filled with all the hurt, fear and unforgiveness of a lifetime.  All that luggage can wear us down—make us prisoners.
Travel light, Jesus told his disciples—Jesus lived with a rich sense of God’s care and the abundance of this world.  Whole lvies can be wasted just taking care of stuff.
This coming Holy Week is a time to let go of, empty out some of what you have been dragging around for so very long…aren’t you tired?

Jesus said,  “Come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest.”   

I’ve been trying to give up all the “if onlys” that pepper my past and try to poison my future with Christ…and trying to let go of the “just as soon as’s” that freeze me, keep from leaning far out into the future God has prepared.

Final grace note:

In 1944, Gen. Eisenhower told Churchill that on June 6th the allied forces would invade France..Churchill, now an old man said,  “I am going along.”

Eisenhower related in his autobiography thinking, “Perfect.  It is hard enough o mount an invasion but now I have to look after the Prime Minister.”  He told Churchill,  “I wish you wouldn’t”  but Churchill insisted.  So finally Eisenhower appealed to the King—Geo the 6th to dissuade him.

The King called Winston:  “Winston, I wish you wouldn’t.”

Churchill bristled:  “I’ve worked harder for this victory than most everyone else.  I’m going.”

King:  I must order you not to.”

Churchill, with tears in his eyes, looking at the tips of his shoes, “Then for the first and last time I must disobey you.”

King quiet for a moment and then put his arm around Winston:  “Alright, we will both go.”  Neither went.

Jesus doesn’t ask us to go to Jerusalem unless he has gone first.  When go out into this dangerous world, we find him already there.

To stay at home with the gifts you have been given unwrapped is to know something worse than even death:  it is the unlived life.

So you have got your ticket.  It is your birthright, you know.  Now use it.  Use it, to the glory of God.
