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Text: Isaiah 40:27-31

Theme:  We are called to find the dream that God has placed upon our hearts and rise, soar, and live into all that God has waiting for us.

Did you hear the story about the young man who was a fantastic English student and won every award in college for creative writing?  His professors had never seen anyone like him before and were so excited about his potential.  When asked about his dreams after graduation the young man said I want to be a great writer.  I want to write stuff the whole world will read; stuff that people will react to on a truly emotional level, stuff that will make people scream, cry, and howl in pain and anger!”

This man’s dream came true.  He now works for a software company writing error messages.

To all the graduates here this morning and for that matter all of us who still get excited about envisioning our futures let me ask you this simple question – what are your dreams?  

What lifts your imagination?  What elevates your soul?  What makes you passionate?  What tugs on your heart and will not let go?  What are your dreams?
Graduates you are temporarily living in an elevated moment in life.  You are standing tall upon the success of hours upon hours of study, reading, tests, and activities.  From this glorified platform you can comfortably and proudly look back on challenges that at one time appeared impossible to accomplish and now are complete. You can recall lessons of life – some learned quickly, some learned only after battles that brought wounds and skirmishes that caused scars, and some lessons that were not learned and have to be addressed again in the future.

This elevated platform is not just for reminiscing but also provides the viewpoint for scanning the horizon of tomorrow.  If you look out you can see future moments of expanded freedom, future challenges with even greater rewards, and adventures that you just can’t wait to experience.  
Standing here surrounded by the rarified air of success and accomplishment you have probably had to listen to the hot air of advice.  If you have been to graduation ceremonies and listen to all the wise speakers, or been to your family graduations gatherings and listened to Aunt Sally or Uncle Frank tell you what lies ahead, or just opened a graduation card then you know these moments seem to invite unsolicited advice. 

A few weeks ago I went to a ceremony for my niece who was graduating from college.  The valedictorian of the class stood for her moment of sagely sharing and began by congratulating her classmates.  She then spent several minutes recalling shared adventures both in the classrooms and in the local bars, and then ended with wisdom that had taken four years of study and more than $100,000 of tuition from her parents.  “Remember to floss your teeth.”  
If I were her parents I think I would have asked for a refund.

This morning I am going to add to the wisdom sharing but going to add more than some advice about oral hygiene.  I would like to ask each person, whether you are a graduate or not, to consider again the questions that I raised earlier.  What are your dreams?  What makes you passionate?  What tugs at your heart?  Then I would ask one more question.  What are God’s dreams for you?

This question invites the Holy Spirit to be part of the dreaming process.  This question changes the focus of our dreams away from personal glory, power, and accumulation to dreams of service, transformation, and mission.  Dreaming with the Holy Spirit encourages change, risk, passion, and discovering who we are as members of God’s kingdom.
As you think about those questions let me tell you three short stories.  Until 1987 Matt Lamb owned and operated his own funeral home in Chicago.  That that year a doctor told him that he had a fatal disease.  With only a few months to live, Matt decided to close his funeral home and pursue his true passion – painting.  Soon Matt’s art drew national attention and he became very successful.  As Matt’s final days approached and he prepared for the end, he realized that he wasn’t getting sick.  Several more visits to other doctors revealed that he had been misdiagnosed and he was not going to die after all.  

Some would have been outraged – but not Matt.  When he thought that he was going to lose his life he actually claimed it.  His misdiagnosis may have saved him from a life of meaninglessness.  Not that owning a small business or being a funeral home operator is in any way unworthy – but it was not his true passion.  He was doing time.  He was filling in the hours of his day with passionless work just to pay the bills.
  
Too many people are like Matt.  They are locked into jobs they don’t like or situations that are oppressive and stifling and they get smothered in meaninglessness.  Too often it takes a crisis in life to save our lives.  Too often it takes confronting our death in order to find our life.  
When you dream invite the Holy Spirit to inspire you, to give you courage, to open the doors to your journey so that your passion may be realized.   

Singer Joan Baez reminds us: “You don’t get to choose how you're going to die. Or when. You can only decide how you're going to live.”  
Graduates and others invite the Holy Spirit into your dreams and make the decision now on how you are going to live the rest of your days.
The second story comes from the business world.  For most of the 20th century the greatest watch makers in the world were the Swiss.  A Swiss wrist watch was the finest in all the world and they dominated the market.  They set the standard.
It was the Swiss who came forward with the minute hand and the second hand. They led the world in discovering better ways to manufacture the gears, bearings, and mainsprings of watches. They even led the way in waterproofing techniques and self-winding models. By 1968, the Swiss made 65 percent of all watches sold in the world and laid claim to as much as 90 percent of the profits.

Do you know which country sold the most watches in the 1980s?  Japan.  In the 1980s the Swiss had lost their market share and had to lay off thousands of watch makers.  Between 1979 and 1981 (in only three short years) 80% of the highly skilled watch makers lost their jobs. They slipped from 65% to 10% of the world market.  

What happened?  The Swiss refused to change.  They would not embrace the new technology of the Quartz crystal, which was ironically invented by the Swiss, and they clung to the ways of the past.  “This is the way we have always done it,” become their battle cry and they lost.
  

Do not be afraid of change.  Mark Twain wrote, “Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn't do than by the ones you did do.  So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream.”
The first two stories were true but this third one is more of a parable than a story.  It seems there was a farmer who found an eagle egg on the ground below a towering tree.  There was no way he could climb the tree to return it so he took it back to his barnyard and placed it in the nest of one of his hen’s.  After weeks of incubation, believe it or not the eagle hatched and the eagle joined the other chickens in the coop.  All of its young life the eagle did what chickens do.  He scratched the earth for worms and insects, clucked and cackled, thrashed his wings wildly when trying to fly from the roost to the feeding trays.  It never considered flying over the three foot tall fence.  It was not part of his vision.

Years passed and the eagle was very content until one day another eagle flew overhead.  The eagle looked up at the magnificent bird soaring and gliding and something happened inside.  Something touched the heart of the eagle and he was stirred like never before.  

“What is that?” asked the eagle to the head chicken.  

“It is an eagle, the king of all the birds,” replied the chicken.  “He belongs to the sky but we belong to the ground.  We are merely chickens.”
The stirring would not go away.  The image of the majestic bird soaring tugged on his heart and would not let him alone.  He seemed to be called by something invisible to soar, even though all logic and all advice told him otherwise.  
Finally the tug became too intense and he fluttered and flashed his way to the top of the coop.  All the other chickens clucked in confusion and fear.  Mustering all his strength and courage the eagle shot into the air, over the three foot tall fence, and into the cloudless sky.  It too was soaring.  He had discovered who he was meant to be.
 

I believe we are all called by God to soar.  The psalmists of old felt the pull of our Creator and described it as the “deep calling to deep.”  Our Creator keeps tugging at his creations and calling them to become who God intended them to be in the moments of their inceptions.  

But the tug is frightening.  The Creator’s call requires courage to respond.  So we surround ourselves with chickens who don’t encourage us to risk, don’t encourage us to explore, and don’t encourage us to dream.   Graduates you were not meant for chicken coops, you were meant to soar.

In the spring of 2000, Desmond Tutu gave the commencement address at Brandeis University.  He picked the scripture that was read today from Isaiah in which the ancient prophet tells his people that God will give them the strength for the journey ahead.  God will never tire.  God will never grow weary.  God will never fail in wisdom or in strength.
The prophet then says, “Those who wait upon the Lord will be renewed.  They will rise up with wings like eagles, they will run and not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint.”

After a long address Tutu declared, “And God says to all of us, you are no chicken; you are an eagle. Fly, eagle, fly. And God wants us to shake ourselves, spread our pinions, and then lift off and soar and rise, and rise toward the confident and the good and the beautiful. Rise towards the compassionate and the gentle and the caring. Rise to become what God intends us to be--eagles, not chickens.”

Graduates, parents, sisters and brothers of Christ, you were not called to be chickens.  You are called to be eagles.  You care called to soar the thermals of life.  To display compassion, gentleness, kindness, forgiveness, mercy, and grace on all who look upward to see.  You are called to be eagles – so rise and soar.   
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