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I AM the resurrection and the life 
tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΥ άL !aΧ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊέ 

Preached Sunday, March 16, 2008 
By David Tinney 

Text: John 11:17-27 
¢ƘŜƳŜΥ  WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ aartha and empowers 

us today to think outside the grave. 
 

The story goes that a priest was being honored at his retirement dinner after 25 years in the parish. 
A leading local politician and member of the congregation was chosen to make the presentation and 
give a little speech at the dinner.  He was delayed, so the priest decided to say his own few words while 
they waited.  

"I got my first impression of the parish from the first confession I heard here. I thought I had been 
assigned to a terrible place. The very first person who entered my confessional told me he had stolen a 
television set and, when questioned by the police, was able to lie his way out of it. He had stolen money 
from his parents, embezzled from his employer, had an affair with his boss's wife, and had taken illegal 
drugs. I was appalled. But as the days went on I knew that my people were not all like that and I had, 
indeed, come to a fine parish full of good and loving people."  

Just as the priest finished his talk, the politician arrived full of apologies at being late. He 
immediately began to make the presentation and gave his talk. "I'll never forget the first day our parish 
priest arrived," said the politician. "In fact, I had the honor of being the first one to go to him in 
confession."  The moral of the story is never, never, never be late. 

Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƭŀǘŜΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ 
dear friend from the grave and reveal his true purpose for coming to humankind.   [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǇǊŀȅΧ 

ΧΧ  

Today, as you have witnessed by the parade of our youth, is Palm Sunday and traditionally we 
would be reading the entrance text and I would be preaching about how Christ entered Jerusalem to 
initiate the events of Passion or Holy Week.  But I am going to back up slightly and examine an event 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŘƻƴƪŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άL !a 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘe gospel of John and this is the nearest and best statement to the Palm Sunday story.  
But I am also doing it because this story if properly read provides the high ground in the book of John 
where we can look back at all the miracles and signs that Jesus has accomplished and try to make sense 
of his ministry and then look forward to the troubling future and try to connect the two.  By examining 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǿǊŀǇ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜέ 
and to see if we can think outside the grave. 

(reminder to take out the sermon notes) 

Our Disciple Bible Study has just completed two weeks on the gospel of John so there are dozens of 
experts among you right now.  They could tell you that John is often called the άōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴǎέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ мн ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻǊ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
glorify God.   ¢ƘŜȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
paralytic at the pool, feeding the 5,000, walking on water, the healing of the man who was blind from 
birth, and Lazarus as he was raised from the dead.  These miracles are always done in public so that non-
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ   
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John is written very differently than say the gospel of Mark.  In this gospel Jesus speaks in parables 
the disciples never understand and works miracles and then tells the recipients to not speak a word to 
anyone.  But in John there are no parables for confusion and all the signs are done so that people will 
understand who Jesus was.  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǎƛƎƴǎ WŜǎǳǎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ άL !a 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦέ  ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŦŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ рΣллл ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘΦέ  ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL 
!a Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦέ  ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘ Ƴŀƴ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
ǘŜȄǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  Each miracle 
and statement combo is to reveal who Christ was so there can be no mistake about his mission and 
purpose.   

[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǊŜǘŜƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ WƻǊŘŀƴ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ 
gets word that his good friend Lazarus is so ill that it could lead to death.  The opening verses of the 
story drive home the message that Lazarus and his two sisters Mary and Martha are the ones Jesus loves 
and that there is a special relationship at stake here.  So Jesus hears the bad news and waits.  He knows 
that his good friend is going to die and yet he waits for two full days to go and do something.  The text 
ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻ άDƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘΦέ   

I would like to take a quick aside in this story for clarification.  This past Wednesday in Disciple I told 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ άƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘέ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  .ȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
to make something appear greater than it really is.  But as this word is beƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ άǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ DƻŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘέ ƻǊ άǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ  

.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΧ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎ 
was completely dead and that there was no doubt that he was physically and spiritually gone.  In those 
days there were some who believed the spirit hung around for a period of three days before descending 
to sheol, so by waiting one more day there would be no question.  Another theory is that in the gospel 
of John, Jesus was always doing things according to his time.  He was on a divine schedule not a human 
ƻƴŜ ǎƻ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ōǳǘ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ 
teaches me a lesson for my own prayer life.  How many times have I prayed for things to be done on my 
schedule forgetting the fact that Christ is in charge? 

The last theory is that Jesus was waiting because he knew that as soon as he raised his friend it 
would initiate a series of events that would lead to his own death.  He needed to wait for his disciples to 
grasp the future.  Regardless, he waits two days and finally arrives in Bethany and is greeted by a highly 
agitated Martha.  Do you remember this family from Bethany from the famous Mary and Martha story 
in Luke?  Let me freshen your memories.  The threesome live about two miles outside of Jerusalem and 
it seems they have more than once provided Jesus with a place to stay and renew.  Lazarus is one of 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 
ƻƴŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƭƻǾŜŘΦέ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
close relationship with him. 

Mary was the one in the story who sat at the feet of Jesus and listened.  She was the laid back, go-
with-the-ŦƭƻǿΣ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŜ ǿƘƻ άŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
was Martha.  Poor Martha, she has taken a lot of abuse over the years.  This compulsive, high-strung, 
type-A doer, this woman of lists, this woman of pots and pans and chores and obligations has really 
gotten a raw deal in church circles and here we see her again.  She approaches Jesus in full type-A 
armor.  I would like to take the rest of the story from her perspective because it makes the story even 
more meaningful.   
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Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ aŀǊǘƘŀ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ άaŀǊǘƘŀ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ-ƭƛƪŜέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ [ǳƪŜΣ L ŀƳ 
ǎǳǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōǳǎȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴeral.  I can almost 
see her scurrying around his bed, checking temperatures, applying warm compresses, and making sure 
medications were taken at just the right time ς never settling in the chair nearby to simply listen and 
pray.  When he died it was on to other tasks like preparing the body, securing the tomb, calling the 
neighbors, and making arrangements for people to come and mourn.  When she heard that Jesus was 
nearby she was out the door and in his face. 

ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎƭȅ ǎǘŀŎŎŀǘƻ 
manner.  There was no welcome.  No embrace.  No offering of hospitality.  These were words of a 
woman who takes great joy in putting big check marks on a list of to-dos.  Is there anyone here who is 
like that?  Sometimes I get so goal oriented I like to not only put a giant check mark next to the task but 
ŀƭǎƻ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ ōƛƎ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ aŀǊǘƘŀ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
her way of thinking Jesus had just dropped the ball and she let him know it.     

Lord, if you had just come when you were summoned, if you had just been more dutiful, if you 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ (she probably never said it but I bet she thought it) then my brother would still be 
alive.    Now here is the great part.  She still wants him to do something and she believes he has the 
power to do it.  She says, ά.ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦέ  That 
proves to me that even though she was busy in the kitchen all those times that Jesus and the boys came 
to visit she was still listening.  She may not have been sitting at the feet of Jesus but she still learned and 
had faith in his powerful connection with God. 

I believe it was for this moment that Jesus waited those two days.  It was so he could have this 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛƴǘƻ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƘǳǎ ŦŀǊΦ  άaŀǊǘƘŀΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǊƛǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  {ƘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 
who encounter Jesus responded with limited human knowledge.  She responded by thinking inside the 
ōƻȄΦ  ά¸Ŝǎ L ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊƛǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŀȅΦέ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
resurrection at some future time that was accepted by some Jews of the day.   

But Jesus wants her to think outside the grave.  He challenges her to think about eternal life right 
ƴƻǿΦ  άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΗ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƳŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ and 
everyone who lives and believes in ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŜΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΚέ 

Let that question hang in the air for a while.  Let it hang just like it did on that dusty street as Jesus 
waited for an answer.  Remember who Martha was.  Remember that she had just looked face-to-face 
with death and it had just taken her beloved brother.  Remember that she had dutifully prepared his 
body and as practical as she was she knew in her heart that it was rotting and decomposing in the tomb 
only a few yards away.   

I imagine in this moment she longed to go rushing back to the security of her kitchen where she 
could bury herself in tasks and not have to make a decisionΦ  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΚ  L 
imagine she started thinking to herself, my sister the impractical one would say yes to this in a moment 
ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘΦ  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΚ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
imagine she started thinking I know the power of illness and the grasp of the grave and now Jesus wants 
me to think outside the grave.  Is such thinkiƴƎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΚ  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΚ    

Martha in all of her practicality, in all of her humanness, in all of her reluctance to think outside the 
ōƻȄ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ  bƻǿ ƘŜŀǊ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ  άL .9[LEVE!  YES 
[hw5 L .9[L9±9Η  L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΗέ  It is a 
powerful confession of faith and it opens her eyes to a new way of seeing Jesus. 



I am the resurrection and the life 
 

Sermon by Rev. David Tinney Page 4 
 

The story continues as we know with Jesus meeting Mary along the way.  She is overwrought with 
emotion and when Jesus lays eyes on her his eyes fill with tears.  The threesome makes their way 
through the crowd of critical onlookers and Jesus stands in front of the sealed tomb and he asks for the 
rock to be rolled ōŀŎƪΦ  ά¢ŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎΦ  aŀǊǘƘŀΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ 
confession or faith, resorts to old habits and reminds Jesus that the body is going to smell.  I love the Old 
King James version of the Bible here because she says in that ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ he ǎǘƛƴƪŜǘƘΦέ  CƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ 
in the tomb and one would expect stinketh! 

WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΣ ά5ƛŘ L ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΚέ   Then he 
ǎƘƻǳǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ά[ŀȊŀǊǳǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΗέ  ¢ƘŜ [ƛƎht of the World speaks into the 
darkness of world and his words break the hold of death.  Out marches Lazarus, still wrapped in funeral 
ŎƭƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  ά¦ƴōƛƴŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƎƻΗέ 

You can imagine that life in this Bethany household would never be the same again.  Once Lazarus 
got rid of the funeral cloth and took a shower he was out witnessing about the glory of Christ.  His faith 
was so great and his witness so powerful that the Pharisees plotted to kill him because he was now too 
much a threat to the status quo.  In fact Jesus was now a major threat to Pharisees and they plot to kill 
him and this leads right into Palm Sunday and the Passion Week. 

We read that Mary was also transformed.  When Jesus comes back to the house to stay, she 
somehow sensed the suffering that was in store for him so she took a pound of the most costly perfume 
and anointed his feet and then wiped them with her hair.  She responded with her heart and 
compassion with an extravagant act of love and faith. 

As for Martha, there is only one short reference.  When everyone came back to the house again she 
returns to her role of hostess serving in the kitchen.  But I believe in my heart she was not complaining 
or grumbling like she was in the past.  This time she was filled with joy as she knew beyond a doubt she 
was hosting the Son of God.  I also believe that if Jesus were to pull both sisters aside, like he did in the 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ [ǳƪŜΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ aŀǊǘƘŀΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  CƻǊ ǎƘŜ 
chose her beliefs.  She chose to acknowledge that Jesus was the Son of God.  She chose eternal life right 
now!  She chose to think outside the grave.   

Can you think outside the grave?  Can you let go of the practical and logical and claim what Christ 
has to offer right now? 

Does the grave still hold you in some way?  Are you still bound by worry, fear, or doubt?   

Does the grave still make you stink?  Are there still resentments, angers, or desires to get even that 
still bind your heart? 

Hear the words of our Lord, άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ  !ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ bh²Η  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΚέ 


